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Abstract 
 This research paper seeks to review the potential and prospects of regional co-operation in energy 
sector and electric power sector in particular between India and Bhutan. For the past few decades, Bhutan has 
constructed hydroelectric dams with the help of India to meet its domestic needs and to sell electricity to India 
this has been based on bi-lateral agreements. This paper will examine the factors which influenced steps to 
establish regional integration through energy trade and evaluate the prospects on both countries in terms of 
benefits and factors which have inhibited such trade so far, take note of the favorable scenarios in the region and 
identify the ways and means that are necessary to increase regional co-operation in energy trade and 
investment. The objectives of this research are achieved through descriptive as well as diagnostic analysis. Due 
to export of surplus electricity to India and in reverse India is getting low cost green energy without polluting 
environment and India has established monopoly on the Bhutanese market. As this paper is based on secondary 
data provided by Bhutan and India and no primary research is possible, in future social impact study can be 
done based on how these hydroelectric projects affected the economy can be done through primary research. 
 

1. Introduction 
    Energy has played a fundamental role in the evolution of human civilization. Energy is 
described as the amount of work that can be done by a force. Energy cannot be created or destroyed; 
however, it can change forms. Energy comes in different forms thermal, radiant, kinetic, electrical, 
chemical, nuclear energy and gravitational energy. There are two types of energy potential energy 
and kinetic energy. Energy sources are divided into two group’s Renewable energy and 
Nonrenewable energy. There are five main renewable energy sources solar energy, wind energy, 
geothermal energy, hydropower energy and biomass.  
 Electricity is the flow of electrical charge. Electricity is occurs in a natural phenomenon and 
takes different forms. Electricity is most widely used forms of energy. Electricity is vital to the 
operation of major world economies. Electricity occurs naturally in the world and is also artificially 
created. Electricity is produced by using sources like coal, natural gas, nuclear, solar, or wind energy 
which are primary source of energy; hence electricity is a secondary energy source. The sources used 
to make electricity can be renewable or non-renewable. 
 Majority countries are increasingly dependent on reliable and secure electricity supplies to 
achieve economic growth and prosperity. This dependency is set to grow as more efficient and less 
carbon intensive forms of power are developed and stationed to help de-carbonized economies. 
Maintaining reliable and secure electricity services while seeking to rapidly de-carbonized power 
systems is a key challenge for countries throughout the world. 
 Energy security may be defined as the continuous availability of energy in varied forms, in 
sufficient quantities, and at reasonable prices without causing hindrance to other securities like 
social security, food security, and national security of other countries and without detrimental effects 
on the environment. Energy security includes many aspects however, within this broad framework, 
each country should define the parameters of its energy security depending on its own energy 
resources and requirements. 
 South Asia is three percent of the world’s land surface area and it accounts for about forty 
five percent of Asia’s Population or over twenty five percent of the world’s population. South 
Asia experienced a robust economic growth and it has been among the fastest-growing in the world. 
Growth projected to steadily increase from seven percent in 2015 to eighth percent by 2017 
maintaining strong consumption and increase in investment, which demands continuous energy 
supply like electricity, putting severe pressure on the economies. 
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  Growing demand for electricity in South Asian countries can benefit from inter-regional 
electricity co-operation and trade by discovering electricity demand patterns, diversity in resources 
for power generation, and gains from broader market aspect and access. South Asia has seen slow 
progress in expanding regional electricity co-operation and trade, and in undertaking domestic 
sector reforms. Although bilateral and multilateral electricity sector co-operation in the region is 
increasing still numerous regional barriers and domestic sector inefficiencies are there. If the regional 
and domestic barriers are overcome then it will facilitate automatically electricity trade and broadens 
the profit sharing among various societies. 
 In India, electricity is the key input for economic growth, prosperity and the present per 
capita electricity consumption is about 1010 kWh and power shortage was at its peak at 2.3% in 2015. 
Since 1990s, India’s gross domestic product (GDP) has been growing fast and it is forecast that it will 
continue to do in the next decades. GDP growth has to be accompanied by increase in consumption 
of energy as well as electricity. India's population continues to rise & it could reach 1.5 billion by 
2045 and increased demand for energy, especially electricity. This needs immediate attention 
strategy for growth of electricity generation based on all issues related to sustainability, availability 
of energy resources, diversity of energy supply and technologies, security of supplies, self 
sufficiency and security of energy infrastructure, effect on local, regional and global environment, 
health externalities and demand side management. 
 The seasonal price and income elasticities of electricity demand in the residential sector of all 
urban areas of India show electricity demand is income and price inelastic in all three seasons, and 
that household, demographic and geographical variables are significant in determining electricity 
demand Massimo Filippini, Shonali Pachauri (2004) again the major share for  electricity 
consumption in India are commercial and large industrial sectors are income elastic (>1), while 
residential, agricultural and small and medium industries are income inelastic (<1) Bose, R. K., & 
Shukla, M. (1999) however Pachauri, S., & Jiang, L. (2008) residential energy consumption in China is 
twice that in India, in aggregate terms.  
 In addition, Chinese households have almost universal access to electricity, while in India 
almost half of rural households and 10% of urban households still lack access. On aggregate, urban 
households in China also derive a larger share of their total energy from liquid fuels and grids (77%) 
as compared to urban Indian households (65%). Especially The most direct and significant result of 
economic growth in India and China is the amazing improvement in quality of life (or at least 
spending power) for an increasing share of the population Hubacek, K., Guan, D., & Barua, A. (2007) 
to repeat the population growth especially changing lifestyles, urbanization, development of 
industries in developing countries are creating more demand for electricity, electricity is the fuel for 
economic development. In recent years, it has become increasingly evident that socio-economic 
variables are the important predictors of energy use. Income, education and occupation have now 
become the measures used to measure electricity demand (Sudhakar reddy, 2004) 
 Along with the demand for electricity, the role of GDP and electricity consumption show the 
long-run relationship indicate that a sufficiently large supply of electricity can ensure that a higher 
level of economic growth Chen et.al (2007) in addition Aqeel, A., Butt, M.S., 2001 infer that economic 
growth causes total energy consumption and thus expands employment in Pakistan. In the same 
way it is found that the expected increase in economic output due to increased electricity supply 
plays a crucial role in the economic growth of Sri Lanka, Morimoto, R.,Hope,C.,(2004). To repeat 
results show that there is unidirectional causality from per capita GDP to per capita electricity 
consumption in Bangladesh (Pallab Mozumder , Achla Marathe, 2007) moreover the results indicate 
that there is a bi-directional causality between electricity consumption and economic growth in 
Malaysia and Singapore. This means that an increase in electricity consumption directly affects 
economic growth and that economic growth also stimulates further electricity consumption in the 
two countries. However, unidirectional causality runs from economic growth to electricity 
consumption in Indonesia and Thailand without any feedback effect (Yoo, S. H., 2006).Finally it is 
the smooth flow of electricity supply ensures economic growth is assessed by research papers.  
   Having known about the importance and pressures the demand for electricity is going to impact 
economy, the specific objectives are given below: 

1. To investigate Indian investment on Hydropower projects of Bhutan 
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2. To understand the profit of Bhutan through Indian investment in hydropower projects. 
3. To portray the mechanism of inter-regional energy trade. 

   
2. Country Specific Information 
A)   Bhutan Data Base.  
    Bhutan is a small kingdom in the eastern Himalayas, extending over an area of 38,394 square 
kilometers. The country is bordered by India and China. Despite being landlocked, with difficult 
terrain and widely dispersed population, Bhutan has made rapid socioeconomic progress. The 
country’s annual economic growth averaged about 7-8 per cent over the last two decades and grew 
by 11.73 per cent in 2010. Bhutan’s per capita has risen from $239 in 1980 to $1,523 in 2006. 

 
   Secondary sector, which is composed of manufacturing, electricity and water supply constituted 
major share to GDP, hydropower development and the export of surplus electricity to India has 
largely sustained this robust growth and fundamentally transformed the structure of Bhutan’s 
economy. Through prudent macroeconomic management the country is performing well and the 
Government’s investment in social and human development has raised hopes of Bhutan meeting 
several of the Millennium Development Goals. 
 

B)   Role of Hydro Power Sector in Bhutan 
    Hydropower has been Bhutan’s main engine of growth over the last two and half decades 
since the full commissioning of the first mega project in 1988. Glacial Mountains of the Great 
Himalayas Range in the northern Bhutan provide an important renewable source of water for the 
country’s river systems. Bhutan’s fast flowing have been tapped to build run-of-river hydropower 
plants that have in turn driven economic growth and greatly boosted progress in meeting many of 
the country’s socio-economic development objectives. As a source of energy that is clean and 
sustainable, hydropower has far-reaching implications on the overall wellbeing and prosperity of 
Bhutan, well in line with the country’s overarching development philosophy of Gross National 
Happiness. 
 The tapping of hydropower in Bhutan has also been a story of successful bilateral 
Cooperation and energy trade between Bhutan and her most steadfast development partner India. 
Three out of the four current mega-hydropower plants were constructed with financing from the 
Government of India through a mixture of grants and loans. Tariffs for hydropower exported to 
India are fixed on a cost-plus basis that takes into account all costs including depreciation as well as 
a net return of 15 percent. India will continue to be Bhutan’s most important partner in developing 
hydropower projects – construction on three more mega projects with GOI financing are already 
underway while an intergovernmental agreement. The below table give information about the 
bilateral cooperation and investment on various hydropower plants:  
    Out of an estimated 24,000 megawatts (MW) of techno-economically feasible hydropower 
potential, a little over 1,480 MW or about 6 percent of that potential has been harnessed so far. 
Hydropower is Bhutan’s top export, accounting for 31.2 percent of overall exports and 9.8 percent of 
GDP (FY13/14). Revenue earnings for the Government from the hydropower sector come from 
dividends and corporate income tax from Druk Green Power Corporation (DGPC), corporate income 
tax from Bhutan Power Corporation Limited (BPCL) and royalty. The hydropower sector 
contributed 20 percent to the national exchequer in FY13/14, amounting to Nu.4.7 billion, increasing 
from 17.5 percent in 2012/13.The below given table shows the revenue generated through export of 
electricity to India in Bhutan. 
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 Since surplus power after domestic consumption is exported to India, the revenue earned 
through export depends, among other things, on the level of domestic consumption. In 2013/14, 
export earnings fell by Nu.75.6 million while domestic sales more than doubled to Nu.1, 849.4 
million. 
 

C) India Energy Database 
    During the period 1981-2000, India witnessed GDP growth rate of around 6% per year. 
Indian economy is the 7th largest in the world GDP per capita $1,688 and PPP $6,209 in the year 
2015.  “India has the potential to show the fastest growth over the next 30 to 50 years. Growth could 
be higher than over the next 30 years and close to 5% by 2050 if development proceeds successfully” 
Dominic Wilson and Roopa Purushothaman (2003). Government of India has taken steps in the 
recent and policies aimed at improving energy, transport and communication infrastructure vital for 
sustainable economy. The Electricity Act – 2003, is one such important initiative. All these are the 
steps towards achieving an average annual growth of 8% in GDP. 



The Business and Management Review, Volume 7 Number 1 November 2015 

 

6th International Trade and Academic Research Conference (ITARC), 9-10 November 2015, UK 167 

 

 
    Analysis of the above table data using Pearson correlation coefficient shows there is a 
moderate positive correlation (R= 0.5177) between GDP growth and annual growth in power 
generation. In simple terms GDP growth always depend on annual growth in power generation. It 
gives clear picture that growth of economy is dependent on power sector. 
  India as a largest democratic country in the world with an estimated population of about 1.04 
billion is on rapid growth in economy. The growth prospective of the Indian economy is moderately 
positive due to its growing economy and increasing integration into the global economy, booming 
domestic market, industries and investment rates. In its 2015 revision report the United Nations 
(2015) reported that India’s population will probably surpass China’s by 2022 and it will reach 1.38 
billion. But it also throws light on the many challenges the nation will have to overcome, including 
the creation of infrastructure like basic network of water, electricity, sanitation, health and social 
services and to respond to shifts in the population.  
 Life styles are changing rapidly due to accelerated economic growth. The population 
structure is changing, thereby offering the country with the potential to reap the population 
dividend. India is urbanizing rapidly, and the growing middle class is fuelling consumerism by 
imbibing global life styles, due to media influence is ever increasing. These changes are likely to have 
significant impact for energy demand in future. Energy is needed for economic growth, for 
improving the quality of life and for increasing opportunities for development.  

 
 The below table gives clear picture about the availability of electricity in terms of 
surplus/deficits and make us to think why India is investing in neighbouring countries especially in 
Bhutan and also the cost  of production in table:7 is high and overall the subsidy given by various 
state governments is draining the treasury. 
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    As elsewhere in the world, the energy and electricity growth in India is closely linked to 
growth and to effectively counter the growing demand for electricity from different sectors 
Government of India (GOI) has developed energy mix of all the resources available including 
renewable. At the same time to investment on friendly neighbouring countries hydroelectric projects 
are paying dividends. 
 

3. Mechanism of Inter-Regional Energy trade 
    The mechanism of electricity trade between India and Bhutan can be understood with the 
help of how and at what price hydropower is exported to India. Currently Bhutan is exporting at 
Nu.2.25 per unit from Chukha (the export tariff for Chukha was increased in February 2014 with 
retrospective effect from January 2013. The last revision was from Nu.1.5 to Nu.2 per unit with effect 
from January 1, 2005). The export tariff for Kurichhu and Tala are currently set at Nu.1.80 per unit 
(tariff for Kurichhu was increased from Nu.1.75 per unit from January 1, 2008 and is now pegged to 
the Tala export tariff). The DGPC sells power for domestic consumption to the BPC – 15 percent of 
the total annual generation, known as royalty energy, is provided to the BPC for onward distribution 
at subsidized rates to low and medium voltage consumers. From October 2013, royalty energy is 
being provided free of cost while a nominal tariff was charged prior to that. Domestic sale beyond 
the 15 percent royalty energy is sold at Nu.1.20 per unit. The lower per unit cost of electricity to the 
government of India reflects the viability and feasibility of investment made through different inter-
regional trade in Bhutan specifically in terms of hydropower in Bhutan. This sort of regional energy 
trade not only showing the political relationship but economically interdependence in the era of 
globalization. 
 

5. Conclusion 
    In the present era of globalization it is evident that how Indian investment in various hydro 
power projects of Bhutan reflects mutual benefits and co-operation between two neighboring 
countries. As the investment made in the different hydropower projects of Bhutan like CHPA, 
CHPA, KHPA, THPA, amounting 2.5 billion for CHPA, 5.6 billion for KHPA and 42.35 billion for 
THPA from the Bhutan’s point of view the investment made in Bhutan in multiple hydro power 
projects allows to harness the natural resource in terms of hydro power projects of Bhutan and 
reaping the benefits through exporting the electricity to the investing country. At last but not the 
least the investment and export relationship between India and Bhutan is pointing out the inter-
trade relationship in the area of hydro power projects it is not only economic relationship but it is 
rejuvenating the historical and cultural relations between India and Bhutan flowing through wires.  
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